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SUBJECT: RENAULT STRIKE FLARES AGAIN 
REF: PARIS 9895, 9993 

1 . SUMMARY: RENAULT SITUATION HAS SOURED AGAIN IN A FASHION WHICH 
MAKES SOLUTION DIFFICULT TO PREDICT. RENEWED EVIDENCE SHOWS THAT 
CGT AND CFDT ARE NOT IN FULL CONTROL OF STRIKE MOVEMENT AND 
"GAUCHISTES" ARE GUIDING STRIKERS' TACTICS. END OF SUMMARY. 

2. THE BASIC FACTS ARE AS FOLLOWS: AS REPORTED IN REFTEL, 7,000 
WORKERS AT BILLANCOURT WERE LAID OFF FOR TWO WEEKS AS RESULT OF 
STRIKE ABOUT 400, MOSTLY IMMIGRANT METAL PRESS WORKERS IN 
CATEGORY OS OR SEMI- SKILLED WORKERS. UNDER RENAULT COLLECTIVE 
AGREEMENT, LAID- OFF WORKERS RECEIVE ABOUT HALF OF NORMAL PAY. ON 
16 APRIL, WHICH WAS FIRST DAY BILLANCOURT PLANT WAS TO RESUME 
FULL- SCALE OPERATIONS AFTER PRESSMEN' S STRIKE, 7,000 WORKERS 
REFUSED RETURN TO THEIR JOBS, DEMANDING THAT THEY BE PAID IN FULL 
FOR LAY- OFF PERIOD. CGT AND CFDT, WHICH FROM BEGINNING OF RENAULT 
SITUATION HAD BEEN OUTMANEUVERED BY GAUCHISTES ( OPERATING BEHIND 
IMMIGRANT WORKERS), FOUND THEMSELVES COMPELLED TO SUPPORT 
STRIKERS' DEMAND FOR FULL PAY. BILLANCOURT PLANT, ALTHOUGH OPEN, 

IS OPERATING ON REDUCED SCALE AND IN CONFUSING ATMOSPHERE. 
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3. RENAULT PLANT IN FLINS ( WEST OE PARIS) EMPLOYING 30,000 

WORKERS OF WHOM 30 PERCENT ARE IMMIGRANTS, WAS SHUT BY MANAGMENT 
EVENING OE APRIL 17 FOLLOWING STRIKE BY SMALL GROUP ( ALSO LARGELY 
IMMIGRANT) OS WORKERS WHO DEMANDED SAME INCREASES GRANTED 
BILLANCOURT PRESSMEN. STRIKE DISRUPTED ASSEMBLY LINE, THEREBY 
CAUSING LAYOFES. 

4. RENAULT PLANT IN SANDOUVILLE ( NEAR LE HAVRE) EMPLOYING 10,000 
WORKERS ( OF WHOM 20 PERCENT IMMIGRANTS) WAS ALSO CLOSED 17 APRIL 
FOLLOWING STRIKE, THIS TIME BY " P" CATEGORY ( SKILLE) WORKERS. " P" 
WORKERS STRUCK IN PROTEST AT NARROWING OF WAGE GAP BETWEEN THEM 
AND "OS" WORKERS AS RESULT OF BILLANCOURT SETTLEMENT. IMMEDIATE 
CAUSE OE LAY- OEF IN THIS INSTANCE, HOWEVER, WAS OCCUPATION 

OF GENERATOR HOUSE BY GROUP OE STRIKERS, WHO PROCEDED TO CUT 
POWER TO REMAINDER OF PLANT. 

5. RENAULT LARGEST INDUSTRIAL COMPANY IN PRANCE WITH 100,000 
WORKERS AND TOP EXPORTER HAS LONG BEEN CONSIDERED AS BAROMETER 

OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CLIMATE. ACCORDINGLY, CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS 
ARE FOLLOWED CLOSELY BY GOP AND OBSERVERS, ESPECIALLY BECAUSE OF 
THE FOLLOWING: 

( A) TRADE UNION AUTHORITY AND DISCIPLINE ARE NOT FULLY OPERATIVE. 
CHALLENGED FROM THE LEFT BOTH BY THE CFDT AND VARIOUS GROUPS 
OF GAUCHISTES, THE CGT IS NO LONGER IN FULL COMMAND OF ITS MEMBERS 
AND TACTICS AND IS COMPELLED TO MATCH GAUCHISTE DEMAGOGY. 

( B) IMMIGRANT WORKERS WHO ARE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF '' OS" 
WORKERS AT RENAULT, ENCOURAGED BY NEWLY- DISCOVERED IMPORTANCE 
AND BY RECENT CGT- CFDT PRO- IMMIGRANT CAMPAIGN, ARE TAKING 
INITIATIVE AND ARE NO LONGER RESPONSIVE TO UNION DISCIPLINE. 

( C) RENAULT MANAGEMENT AND GOF OFFICIALS FIND THEMSELVES 
UNPREPARED 

TO HANDLE SITUATION WHEN WORKERS NO LONGER RESPOND TO CLASSIC 
REGULATORY FACTORS, NAMELY UNION DISCIPLINE AND LOSS OF PAY. 
MANAGE- 
MENT MAKES A VALID POINT WHEN IT PROTESTS THAT, IN PRESENT CONTUSED 
SITUATION, THERE IS NO RESPONSIBLE INTERLOCUTOR WITH WHOM TO DEAL, 
WHILE PRODUCTION IS BEING DISRUPTED BY BOTTLENECK STRIKES AND 
WHIPSAW TACTICS. 

( D) DOMINANT AMONG " GAUCHISTES" ARE TROTSKYITE COMMUNIST- LEAGUE 
GROUP WHO HAVE POLITICIZED IMMIGRANT OS WORKERS. LEAGUERS HAVE 
GOTTEN IMMIGRANTS BY APPROACHING THEM IN THEIR HOMES, HELPING 
THEM WITH THEIR DAY- TO- DAY PROBLEMS, AND COACHING THEM IN 
TECHNIQUE OF DISRUPTIVE BOTTLENECK STRIKES (" GREVE BOUCHON") WHICH 
CAN PARALYZE A PLANT BY SHUTTING DOWN ESSENTIAL OPERATION WITH 
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SMALL NUMBER OF WORKERS. IMMIGRANT WORKERS CLOSELY APPROXIMATE 
CLASSICAL MARXIST CONCEPT OF PROLETARIAT BECAUSE THEY FEEL 
EXPLOITED 

AND DISCRIMINATED AGAINST AND BECAUSE REAL GRIEVANCES ARISE 
OUT OF THE NATURE OF THEIR DEAD- END JOBS. ROOTLESS AND SOCIALLY 
ISOLATED FROM MAINSTREAM OF FRENCH SOCIETY, THEY ESCAPE FROM 
NORMAL SOCIAL AND PUBLIC OPINION CONTROLS WHICH REGULATE THE 
BEHAVIOR OF NATIVE FRENCH WORKERS. 

6. CONCURRENT STRIKES AT PEUGEOT, ST. ETIENNE ( AUTOMOBILES) 

AND SAVIEM, CAEN ( HEAVY TRUCKS) ARE RESULT OF NORMAL TRADE UNION 
ACTIVITY RESULTING FROM GRIEVANCES WHICH PRE- DATE RENAULT ACTION 
AND ARE BEING HANDLED THROUGH NORMAL NEGOTIATIONS. 

7. COMMENT: THE CHALLENGE TO THE RULES OF THE GAME BY CURRENT 
SPATE OF WILDCAT STRIKES IS SO EXTENSIVE AS TO MAKE THE OBSERVER 
WONDER HOW ORDER CAN BE RESTORED. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH TOP 
ADVISERS IN MINISTRY OF LABOR AND PRIME MINISTER' S OFFICE, 

LABATT WAS LEFT WITH IMPRESSION THAT THEY THEMSELVES ARE PERPLEXED 
AT DEVELOPMENTS AND ARE UNABLE TO PREDICT HOW THE SITUATION MIGHT 
EVOLVE. DECONTROL FOLLOWING 4/18/74 
IRWIN 
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